Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 100 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.037; wR factor = 0.093; data-to-parameter ratio = 9.0.
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Rauniticine-allo-oxindole B methanol monosolvate F. Salim, R. Ahmad, N. H. Ismail, H. Hazni and S. W. Ng
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Comment
The genus Uncaria is a source of diverse bioactive compounds, and parts of the plant are use for medicinal purposes. The structure of rauniticine-allo-oxindole B was previously elucidated by NMR spectroscopy in on study on heteroyohimbinetype oxindole alkaloids (Seki et al., 1993) . The assignment is confirmed in the present study on the methanol-solvated compound (Scheme I) isolated from Uncaria longiflora. The pentacyclic oxindole alkadoid, C 20 H 22 N 2 O 4 , features a fivemembered ring that adopts the shape of an envelope (with the tertiary N atom representing the flap). The six-membered ring that shares an N atom with the envelope-shaped ring adopts the shape of a chair; the six-membered ring having an O atom is sofa-shaped (Fig. 1) . The carboxylic acid portion of the molecule is hydrogen-bond donor to a methanol molecule; this, in turn, is hydrogen-bond donor to the double-bond carboxyl O atom of an adjacent molecule to generate a chain. Adjacent chains are linked by an N-H···O hydrogen bond to form a layer motif (Table 1, Fig. 2 ).
Experimental
Uncaria longiflora plant material was collected from Hutan Simpan Bangi, Selangor, Malaysia, and specimens were deposited at Taman Botani Putrajaya, Malaysia. Dried and ground stems were extracted with methanol for 72 h to give 25 g of crude extract. This was acidified with 5% hydrochloric acid, and non-alkaloidal material was removed followed with basification with 37% ammonium hydroxide to release the alkaloid. The alkaloid was extracted into chloroform to give 2.25 g of a crude alkaloid fraction. The fraction was dissolved in methanol and subjected to radial chromatography (4 mm thickness silica-gel plate) with dichloromethane:ethyl acetate followed by ethyl acetate:methanol with a gradual increase of solvent polarity. Rauniticine-allo-oxindole B was separated and purified by repeated preparative thin layer chromatography using chloroform:methanol (120:5). The polar fraction afforded colorless crystals when the solvent was allowed to evaporate (53 mg).
Refinement
Carbon-bound H-atoms were placed in calculated positions [C-H 0.95 to 1.00 Å, U iso (H) 1.2 to 1.5U eq (C)] and were included in the refinement in the riding model approximation.
The oxygen-bound H-atoms were located in a difference Fourier map, and were refined with distance restraints of O-H 0.84±0.01 Å; their temperature factors were refined.
The absolute configuration was assumed to be that from a spectropic study (Seki et al., 1993) ; in the absence of heavy atoms, 1853 Friedel pairs were merged. CH 3 OH at the 70% probability level; hydrogen atoms are drawn as spheres of arbitrary radius. 
